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INTRODUCTION

Welcome to our Middle East Antitrust and Competition Newsletter. At GLA & Co, we understand
the complexities of navigating the ever-evolving landscape of competition law in this dynamic

region. From the intricacies of local regulations to the challenges of securing approvals from
various authorities, our firm stands as a steadfast partner for companies seeking to thrive in the
Middle East market.

With our extensive experience and deep-rooted relationships with regulatory bodies across the
GCC States, including the Saudi General Authority for Competition, Kuwait Competition
Protection Agency, and UAE Ministry of Economy, among others, we are well-equipped to guide
our clients through the intricacies of local compliance and clearance procedures.

In this newsletter, we aim to provide valuable insights, updates, and analysis on the latest
developments in competition law and enforcement across the MENA region. Our goal is to
empower our readers with the knowledge and resources they need to make informed decisions
and stay ahead of the curve.

We invite you to explore this edition and reach out to us with any questions, concerns, or
opportunities for collaboration.
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SAUDI AND EGYPT REGULATORY REPORTS

l\ ‘\ l\‘\ %
.-llll“““

===

s

= mdwbl B
,Flllll“‘\\ )

GAC Report

Q12025

Full Report »

GAC Report

2024

GAC Report

2023

Full Report >

The GAC has recently released its merger control statistics for Q1 2025,
encompassing all filings submitted during this period. Previously, the GAC
had also published its annual merger control reports for 2023 and 2024.

A notable highlight from the Q1 2025 report is the remarkably swift
average review time of just 8 working days.

The reports provide comprehensive data, including the number of
economic concentration notifications filed with the GAC, the number of
clearances granted, the volume of no-notification-required decisions, and
the current number of notifications under review, among other pertinent
information.

In 2024, the GAC received a total of 317 economic concentration
notifications, compared to 313 in 2023. By the end of 2024, the GAC had
issued 202 clearances and 105 no-notification-required decisions, with 10
notifications still under review. In 2023, the GAC granted 172 clearances,
128 no-notification-required decisions, 3 conditional clearances, and had
10 notifications remaining under review.

The sectoral breakdown for 2023 notifications reveals that 83% pertained
to acquisitions, 14% to joint ventures, and a modest 2% to mergers, among
other categories. The 2024 data reflects a similar distribution, with 81%
acquisitions, 15% joint ventures, and a consistent 2% mergers, among
others.

With respect to economic concentrations involving foreign parties, there
was a significant increase in 2024 where 78.2% of notifications involved
foreign entities, compared to 64% in 2023 (including both foreign-to-
foreign transactions and those involving at least one foreign party).

ECA Report
Q3-Q4 2024

Full Report »

www.glaco.com

The ECA has released its 2024 statistics report, compiling data from the launch
of the ex-ante merger control regime in June 2024 through the end of
December 2024. The report analyzes the number of filings submitted under
both standard and simplified procedures until the conclusion of the year. The
data provides a comprehensive overview of the number of filings under each
procedure, the average clearance timeline, the distribution of times of ECA
decisions, and sector-specific filing statistics.

In 2024, the ECA achieved an overall clearance rate of 87%, while 11% of cases
were deemed non-competent and 2% received conditional approvals. The
sectors most frequently subject to merger control filings with the ECA were
transport and storage, construction, and financial activities and insurance.
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NEW KSA MERGER CONTROL GUIDEL]NES
THRESHOLD UPDATE

MERGER CONTROL IN QATAR:
A UNIQUE APPROACH IN THE MENA REGION
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PRACTICAL INSIGHTS INTO THE EGYPT EX-
ANTE MERGER CONTROL REGIME

LESSONS LEARNED: SAUDI PRACTICAL INSIGHTS INTO
DAWN RAIDS THE EGYPT EX-ANTE MERGER
CONTROL REGIME
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LANDSCAPE FOR M&A COMPLIANCE

UAE MERGER CONTROL REFORM:
NAVIGATING THE NEW LEGAL

LANDSCAPE FOR M&A COMPLIANCE

<

GLA

&CO sk

COMESA COMPETITION COMMISSION
PROPOSES SWEEPING CHANGES TO

[
COMPETITION REGULATIONS \

COMESA COMPETITION
COMMISSION PROPOSES
CHANGES TO COMPETITION
REGULATIONS

MERGER CONTROL
Practice Guide 2024
KSA

G
Plactlce Guide 2024
EGYPT

Merger Control - Egypt

GLA & Company | Page 5


https://www.glaco.com/blog/new-ksa-merger-control-guidelines-threshold-update/
https://www.glaco.com/blog/merger-control-in-qatar-a-unique-approach-in-the-mena-region/
https://www.glaco.com/blog/uae-merger-control-reform-navigating-the-new-legal-landscape-for-ma-compliance/
https://www.glaco.com/blog/new-ksa-merger-control-guidelines-threshold-update/
https://www.glaco.com/blog/new-ksa-merger-control-guidelines-threshold-update/
https://www.glaco.com/blog/new-ksa-merger-control-guidelines-threshold-update/
https://www.glaco.com/blog/merger-control-in-qatar-a-unique-approach-in-the-mena-region/
https://www.glaco.com/blog/merger-control-in-qatar-a-unique-approach-in-the-mena-region/
https://www.glaco.com/blog/merger-control-in-qatar-a-unique-approach-in-the-mena-region/
https://www.glaco.com/blog/uae-merger-control-reform-navigating-the-new-legal-landscape-for-ma-compliance/
https://www.glaco.com/blog/uae-merger-control-reform-navigating-the-new-legal-landscape-for-ma-compliance/
https://www.glaco.com/blog/uae-merger-control-reform-navigating-the-new-legal-landscape-for-ma-compliance/
https://www.glaco.com/blog/lessons-learned-saudi-dawn-raids/
https://www.glaco.com/blog/lessons-learned-saudi-dawn-raids/
https://www.glaco.com/blog/practical-insights-into-the-egypt-ex-ante-merger-control-regime-and-the-most-recent-rountable-discussions-held-by-the-regultor/
https://www.glaco.com/blog/practical-insights-into-the-egypt-ex-ante-merger-control-regime-and-the-most-recent-rountable-discussions-held-by-the-regultor/
https://www.glaco.com/blog/practical-insights-into-the-egypt-ex-ante-merger-control-regime-and-the-most-recent-rountable-discussions-held-by-the-regultor/
https://www.glaco.com/blog/practical-insights-into-the-egypt-ex-ante-merger-control-regime-and-the-most-recent-rountable-discussions-held-by-the-regultor/
https://www.glaco.com/blog/comesa-competition-commission-proposes-sweeping-changes-to-competition-regulations/
https://www.glaco.com/blog/comesa-competition-commission-proposes-sweeping-changes-to-competition-regulations/
https://www.glaco.com/blog/comesa-competition-commission-proposes-sweeping-changes-to-competition-regulations/
https://www.glaco.com/blog/comesa-competition-commission-proposes-sweeping-changes-to-competition-regulations/
http://www.glaco.com/wp-content/uploads/Merger-Control-Kuwait-2024.pdf
http://www.glaco.com/wp-content/uploads/019_KUWAIT.pdf
http://www.glaco.com/wp-content/uploads/Merger-Control-KSA-2024.pdf
http://www.glaco.com/wp-content/uploads/026_SAUDI_ARABIA.pdf
http://www.glaco.com/wp-content/uploads/034_UAE.pdf
http://www.glaco.com/wp-content/uploads/010_EGYPT.pdf

GLA
&CO

RECENT CLEARANCES

GLA GLA

GLA & Co Secures Merger Control Clearance for NMDC

GLA & Co Secures Merger Control Clearance for Majority GIAI& COSECURES MERGER CLEARANCE FOR

Group's 70% Acquisition of EMDAD LLC Stake Acquisition in Taly Holding AL ANSARI'S $200M BFC ACQUISITION

GLA & Co Secures Merger Control GLA & Co Secures Merger Control GLA & Co Secures Merger Control
Clearance for NMDC Group’s 70% Clearance for Majority Stake Clearance for Al Ansari Financial
Acquisition of EMDAD LLC Acquisition in Taly Holding Services’ $200 Million Acquisition of

BFC Financial Services Group
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GLA &(CO OBTAINS FIRST MERGER CONTROL
CLEARANCE RELATED TO y)EMARKS
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GLA & Co Obtains First Merger GLA & Co Acts as Local Counsel to GLA & Co Secures Regional Merger
Control Clearance Related to Italian Company, Mapei S.p.A., on Control Clearance on £ 1.23 Billion
Trademarks Acquisition of Saudi-based Bitumat Deal

GLA & CO UPDATES

GLA & Co attended the 73rd Annual ABA Antitrust GLA & Company Hosts Successful Panel at the Inter-
Law Spring Meeting in Washington, D.C Pacific Bar Association Conference in Chicago

GLA GLA & CD ARTICLE NOMINATED FOR
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GLA & CO JOINS BAHRAIN BUS]NI:Z::S LAWEORUM 2024 m COMPETITION COMMISSION
BY LEXIS NEXIS PROPOSES SWEEPING CHANGES TO
COMPETITION REGULATIONS™

GLA & Co Joins Bahrain Business Law Forum GLA & Co has been nominated for the
2024 by Lexis Nexis 2025 Antitrust Writing Awards
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Merger Control

MERGER CONTROL DEVELOPMENTS IN THE MENA REGION Developments 1n the
FILINGS AND EXCEPTIONS

MENA Region: Filings
and Exceptions Webinar
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In this one-hour session, our experts guide you through the intricacies of merger control filings in
key GCC jurisdictions and Egypt. We'll explore filing procedures, exemptions, and practical insights
while also discussing the much-awaited UAE Competition Law Executive Regulations, including new

financial thresholds.

GLA & CO - Merger
Control in the GCC -
Practical Considerations
Webinar
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MERGER CONTROL IN=

In this one-hour session, our expert joined by regulatory experts from the Saudi Arabia General
Authority for Competition (GAC) and the Kuwait Competition Protection Agency (CPA) delve into the
practical considerations, competition laws, and filing processes of merger control filings.
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